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The author of ‘My so-called after life’ and ‘Stunt Bunny, 

Showbiz Sensation’. 

Interviewed By Sarah Jane Stirrup, Year 8 Jaguars. 

 

 Why did you want to write? 

It’s something I’ve always done. When I was younger I used to read a 
lot, and then when I was about 6 years old I realised I could actually 
write! When I’d write for school people would want to read them and 
that spurred me on. In 2008 I realised that I could be successful in doing 
writing as a job! 
 
 What’s your Inspiration for your books? 

All sorts of things. For Lucy I thought, what would happen if a Ghost 

was haunting a building and then the building got knocked down, then 

Lucy popped into my mind, and that’s how ‘My so-called afterlife’ 

began. Well actually everything really inspires me; I meet people and a 

little bit of their personality goes into a character I’m writing about. I 

have 2 fluffy pet Rabbits as pets, whose names are Ronnie and Roxie 

(Their name came from Eastenders!) They gave me the inspiration for 

Stunt Bunny! 
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What would you say to Children wanting to become writers? 

Reads Lots and Lots of Books. And know what age group you want to 
write for. Children, Teenagers, Adults? Also practise writing a lot. 
 

 Did you write stories when you were a child? 

Yes until I was sixteen years old. I stopped because of school and I just 
lost interest, I didn’t have enough time to write because of all the 
exams I was doing. For 10 years after that I didn’t write. 
 

  Who are your favourite authors? 

I read loads of different books from different authors. I don’t have a 
certain favourite but one of my favourites is Neil Gaiman, who wrote 
Coraline. I like the way he uses words in his books and he has a great 
imagination. Some more of my favourite writers are Terry Pratchett and 
Robin McKinly. 
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Where do you write your stories? 

Well I work full time so I write in the mornings and the evenings. I write 
in different places. I wrote ‘My So-Called Afterlife’ and ‘Stunt Bunny, 
Showbiz Sensation’ in the dining room mostly, where the computer 
was. Now I write in the living room, because I’m closer to my family and 
not just cooped up writing. 
 

What’s your Job normally? 

IT support in/for schools. 
 

  How long does writing one of your books take? 

Well it depends. ‘My So-Called Afterlife’ took 6 weeks to write. ‘Stunt 
Bunny, Showbiz Sensation’ took 2 weeks. ‘My So-Called Haunting’ took 
3 months. I’m quite quick when I write. 
 

  What’s your favourite character? 

I like them all! I like Lucy (My So-Called Afterlife) because she was my 
first character; I went through everything with her. I liked her. I like 
Harriet (Stunt Bunny, Showbiz Sensation) because she’s fun. I think if 
Lucy was a Bunny, she’d be Harriet! Skye (My So-Called Haunting) is a 
great character as well. I like her a lot. 
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  How do you choose your Characters names? 

Sometimes my characters come ready made with names, Lucy did. With 
Skye I had to think of it. I try to use unusual names that wouldn’t 
actually be a real person’s name. I know some writers who think of 
names randomly, and give them to ‘bad’ characters. And then the 
people who actually have the name of that character don’t like it, and 
sue them. I wouldn’t really want that to happen! 
 

Do you believe in Ghosts? 

I like to think there are people around looking after us. Although I’ve 
never actually seen a Ghost. 
 
  Does the area where you live influence your Stories? 

I think it does. Everywhere I go I add a bit to make a location. ‘My So-
Called Afterlife’ was set in Central London. Lucy’s school was like my 
Daughter’s school, Highams Park School. Skye’s school is a mix of 
Highams Park School and My old school when I was a teenager. 
 
 It was a pleasure to interview you, and it was a really nice morning.  
Thank you. Bye! 
 
Bye! 


